THE DARK AGES
included many other speeds than those now fitted:
speeds, for instance, that enabled it to deal with semi- -
famines and the Inquisition, with service in the galleys
and the burning of witches; speeds, beyond question,
that gave him many sensations of happiness on ground
that would appear impossible to us.
But there were certain periods in history when the
psychological gear-box was too severely taxed, when
life really did become intolerable, and before all other
noise the sounds of wrath and weeping were signifi-
cant. In the Nineteenth Century a new age of
slavery came to Britain, and beneath the high-piled
pomp and pride of industrial wealth there lived in
squalid misery a more numerous multitude than ever
before, verminous in the filthy tenements of industry,
tortured and mis-shapen by fantastic toil, and starved
by a ravenous and hypocritical tyranny. To Scotland
the Industrial Revolution came with singular violence,
and its attendant atrocities were aggravated not only
by its geographical concentration, but by that head-
strong rage which ever and again appears in Scotland,
and by an hereditary sadism that was the product of
our two misconceptions: patriotism-as-hatred, and
religion-as-hatred. The poor people of Scotland
suffered at the hands of their fellow Scots: that cannot
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